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Edward R. Swenson 
curriculum vitae, April, 2021 

 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Department of Anthropology   Phone: (416) 946-5186 
University of Toronto    Fax: (416) 978-3217 
19 Russell Street    E-mail: edward.swenson@utoronto.ca 
Toronto, Ontario M5S 2S2  Canada 

 
EDUCATION 
 
  2004   Ph.D. in Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago 

Thesis Title: Ritual and Power in the Urban Hinterland: Religious 
Pluralism and Political Decentralization in Late Moche Jequetepeque, Peru 
(Supervisor: Alan Kolata) 
 

  1998   M.A. in Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago 
 
  1995   B.A. in History and Archaeology (double major), Departments of History  

and Archaeology, Cornell University   
magna cum laude 

 
PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 

 
2018-2023 Director, Archaeology Centre, University of Toronto 
 
2016-2017 Acting Director, Archaeology Centre, University of Toronto 
 
2013-Present Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto, 

Toronto, ON 
 

2008-2013 Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto, 
Toronto, ON 

 
2006-2008 Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Lethbridge, 

Lethbridge, AB 
 
2005-2009 Research Associate, Department of Anthropology, The Field Museum, 

Chicago, IL 
 
2005-2006 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of 

Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
2004-2005 Lecturer, Department of Anthropology and Linguistics, Northeastern 

Illinois University, Chicago, IL 
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Fall 2003  Lecturer, Starr Lectureship, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
Summer 2003 Research Assistant to Marshall Sahlins, Department of Anthropology,  

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
1999-2004  Research Assistant to Alan Kolata, Department of Anthropology,  

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 

1999-2001  Teaching Assistant, College of the University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
1995-1996  English Teacher, Hess Educational Organization, Taipei, Taiwan 
 
1993-1995 Development and Finance Intern, The Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, 

Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
 
1985-1990  Assistant Technician, Swenson’s Piano Shop, Trumansburg, NY 

 
HONOURS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND AWARDS 
 

2003   Awarded Starr Lectureship, University of Chicago   
 
2004 Ph.D. dissertation selected as the Department of Anthropology finalist for 

the Richard Saller Dissertation Prize in the Division of the Social 
Sciences, University of Chicago  

 
1996-2000  University of Chicago Unendowed Fellowship, University of Chicago  
 
1991-1995 Phi Beta Kappa Society, Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, Golden Key 

National Honor Society, Cornell University Dean’s List 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
Colegio Profesional de Arqueólogos del Perú (COARPE)  
 
Society for American Archaeology (SAA) 
 
American Anthropological Association (AAA) 
 
The Canadian Anthropology Society (CASCA) 
 
The Canadian Archaeological Association (CAA) 
 
American Institute of Archaeology (AIA) Toronto Chapter 
 
RESEARCH ENDEAVORS 
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archaeological method and theory, Andean prehistory, ritual politics, religion and ideology, 
power and violence, emergence of complex society, pre-industrial city, landscape history and 
place-making, architecture and monumentalism, performance theory, indigenous ontologies, time 
and temporalities,  human-environment relations, politics of the past, semiotics, assemblage 
theory, ancient Mesoamerica, Khmer civilization, cultural anthropology, GIS and spatial 
analysis, ceramic analysis 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND FIELDWORK 
 
 
Feb.-March 2020 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif, Julia Estève (École Française 
d’Extrême Orient), Chea Socheat (APSARA : Autorité pour la 
Protection du Site et l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor), and Ed 
Swenson (University of Toronto) 

 Co-Director of Excavations of Temple District of the âsrama of Prasat 
Khna, Preah Vihear Province, Cambodia 

 
 
May-June 2019 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif, Julia Estève (École Française 
d’Extrême Orient) Cheat Socheat (APSARA : Autorité pour la 
Protection du Site et l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor), and Ed 
Swenson (University of Toronto) 

 Co-Director and Supervisor of the survey and mapping of four 
ashrams in rural Cambodia 

 
 
June-August 2018   Proyecto Huaca Colorada-Tecapa, Cañoncillo, Peru 

 Director of archaeological research at political and religious centers of 
Huaca Colorada and Tecapa Peru. 

 
 
Feb.-March 2018 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif, Julia Estève (École Française 
d’Extrême Orient), So Mala (APSARA : Autorité pour la Protection 
du Site et l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor), and Ed Swenson 
(University of Toronto) 

 Co-Director and Supervisor of Excavations in the Temple District of 
the âsrama of Prasat Komnap Nord 

 
 
Feb.-March 2017 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif, Julia Estève (École Française 
d’Extrême Orient), So Mala (APSARA : Autorité pour la Protection 
du Site et l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor), and Ed Swenson 
(University of Toronto) 
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 Co-Director and Supervisor of Excavations in the Temple District of 
the âsrama of Prei Prasat 
 

 
June-August 2016   Proyecto Huaca Colorada-Tecapa, Cañoncillo, Peru 

 Director of archaeological research at political and religious centers of 
Jatanca, Tecapa, and Huaca Colorada Peru. 

 
Feb.-March 2016 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif, and Julia Estève (École Française 
d’Extrême Orient) So Mala (APSARA : Autorité pour la Protection du 
Site et l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor), and Ed Swenson 
(University of Toronto) 

 Co-Director and Supervisor of Excavations in the Temple District of 
the âsrama 

 
Mar.-April 2015 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif and Julia Estève, École Française 
d’Extrême Orient and APSARA (Autorité pour la Protection du Site et 
l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor) 

 Supervisor of Excavations in the Temple District of the âsrama 
 
June-August 2014   Proyecto Jatanca-Huaca Colorada, Cañoncillo, Peru 

 Director of archaeological research at political and religious centers of 
Jatanca and Huaca Colorada Peru. 

 
 
Feb.-March  2014 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif and Julia Estève, École Française 
d’Extrême Orient and APSARA (Autorité pour la Protection du Site et 
l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor) 

 Supervisor of Excavations in the Temple District of the âsrama 
 
 
Feb.-Mar. 2014 Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas, Angkor Cambodia 

Directed by Dominique Soutif and Julia Estève, École Française 
d’Extrême Orient and APSARA (Autorité pour la Protection du Site et 
l’Aménagement de la Région d’Angkor) 

 Supervisor of Excavations in the Temple District of the âsrama 
 
June 2007-2012   Proyecto Jatanca-Huaca Colorada, Cañoncillo, Peru 

 Director of archaeological research at political and religious centers of 
Jatanca and Huaca Colorada Peru. 
 

Jan. 2006 - Mar. 2006  Prasat Ta Muong: West Hospital Angkor Thom, Siem Reap, Cambodia 
Directed by Christophe Pottier, École Française d’Extrême Orient 

 Assistant Director: mapping, excavation, analysis  
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Dec. 2002 - Jan. 2003  Thai Family Research Project, central and eastern Thailand 

Directed by Alan Kolata and Robert Townsend, University of Chicago 
 Surveyor, settlement pattern analysis, and ethnographic research 

 
Jan. 2001 - Mar. 2002 Proyecto de Investigación Arqueológica en el Valle Bajo del Río 

Jequetepeque, Pacasmayo, Peru 
 Director 

 
Summers 1997-2000  Lower Jequetepeque Valley Project, Pacasmayo, Peru 

Directed by Tom Dillehay of the University of Kentucky and Alan 
Kolata of the University of Chicago 

 Survey, excavation, ceramic analysis, and botanical analysis 
 
Summer 1994 Cornell University Archaeology, Puerto Escondido Project, La Lima, 

Honduras 
Directed by John Henderson of Cornell University and Rosemary 
Joyce of Harvard University 

 Site mapping and excavation 
 
Summer 1993 Cornell University Archaeology, Spanocchia Project (Etruscan 

Foundation), Spanocchia, Italy 
Directed by Jane Whitehead of Cornell University 

 Excavation and data analysis 
 
RESEARCH GRANTS 

 
2020-2023 Latin American Archaeology Research Award (Donation), $100,000 
 
2021-20231 Hal Jackman Foundation Grant to conduct archaeological research in 

Cambodia, $50,000. 
 
2020-2021 Hal Jackman Foundation Grant to conduct archaeological research in 

Cambodia, $50,000. 
 
2019-2020 Hal Jackman Foundation Grant to conduct archaeological research in 

Cambodia, $30,000. 
 
2016-2023 SSHRC Insight Grant to conduct archaeological excavations at the site of 

Tecapa, Jequetepeque Valley, Peru, $211,987 
 
2014-2015 National Geographic Committee for Research & Exploration Grant to 

conduct archaeological excavations in Jequetepeque Peru, $20,000 
 
2014-2015 Post-Ph.D. Grant, Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research 

to conduct archaeological excavations in Jequetepeque Peru, $20,000 
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2010-2015 Infrastructure Operating Fund Grant, Canadian Foundation for Innovation, 
$21,176 

 
2009-2012 Archaeological Spatial and Architectural Laboratory, Canadian 

Foundation for Innovation, $185,086 
 
2009-2012 Standard Research Grant, Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council of Canada, $130,067 
 
2006-2008 Post-Ph.D. Grant, Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological 

Research, $24,980 
 
Fall 2002  Mark Hanna Watkins Post-Field Fellowship, University of Chicago 
 
2001-2002 Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship, US 

Department of Education, $20,000 
 
2001-2002 National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant, National 

Science Foundation, $12,000 
 
INSTITUTIONAL GRANTS 
  2016   University of Toronto SIG Faculty Grant, $983 

 
2013   University of Toronto SIG Faculty Grant, $1,000 

 
2009-2012  Connaught New Staff Matching Grant, University of Toronto, $20,000 
 
2009-2012 University of Toronto Independent Experiential Research Award to fund 

student participation in research.  Awarded four consecutive years, 
$43,360 total. 

 
2008-2012  Connaught Start-up Award, University of Toronto, $10,000 
 
2009   University of Toronto SIG Faculty Grant, $1,000 
 
2006-2008  University of Lethbridge New Faculty Start-up Award, $10,000 
 
Summer 2000 Overseas Dissertation Research Fellowship, University of Chicago, $2,500 
 
1997, 1999 Tinker Field Research Grant for Latin America and Iberia, University of 

Chicago, $3,000 
 
1993, 1994 Hirsch Archaeological Travel Grant, Cornell University, $3,000 
 

 
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL WORK 
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Articles in Peer-Reviewed Journals  
 

In Progress Swenson, Edward R., Jorge Chigaula Azabache, and John Warner 
Datos sobre la Cronología de la Zona de Jatanca del Complejo 
Arqueológico Cañoncillo, Valle de Jequetepeque.  To be submitted to 
Revista SIAN.  

 
In Press Swenson, Edward R.  City, State, and Market: Lessons from 

Mesoamerica (concluding discussant chapter). In Urban Commerce in 
Ancient Mesoamerica, edited by Elizabeth H. Paris.  Papers of the 
American Anthropological Association (A3PA). 

 
In Press Swenson, Edward R. and Craig Cipolla.  Representation and Materiality 

in Archaeology: A Semiotic Reconciliation. World Archaeology. 
 
2021 Swenson, Edward R. The Semiotics of Stone in Andean and Khmer 

Political Landscapes.  World Archaeology, 1-24. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00438243.2021.1878056 

 
2021  Swenson, Edward R. and Stephen Berquist.  Highland-Coastal Relations 

and Transformations in Dualistic Political Ideologies in Middle Horizon 
Jequetepeque.  Ňawpa Pacha: The Journal of Andean Archaeology, 1-39. 
DOI: 10.1080/00776297.2021.1878603 

 
2019   Swenson, Edward R. The Partible Neighborhoods of the Late Moche 

Period in the Jequetepeque Valley, Peru. In Neighborhoods in the 
Perspective of Anthropological Archaeology, edited by David Pacifico 
and Lise Truex. Papers of the American Anthropological Association 
(A3PA) Vol. 30, pp. 100-113. 

 
2019 Swenson, Edward R. and Jorge Chiguala.  Relaciones entre espacio ritual 

y doméstico en sitios Moche del valle Jequetepeque, Perú.  Bulletin de 
l’Institut Français d’Études Andines 47(2): 195-216. 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R.  Assembling the Moche: The Power of Temporary 

Gatherings on the North Coast of Peru.  World Archaeology 50(1):62-85. 
 

2018 Swenson, Edward R.  Trace, Revelation, Interpretant in Archaeological 
Research: The Graffiti of Huaca Colorada, Peru.  Signs in Society 6(2): 
349-378. 

 
2017   Swenson, Edward R. and Francisco Seoane  La organización dualística 

del centro ceremonial de Tecapa. Actas de Congreso.  Actas de Congreso 
II Nacional de Arqueología, Lima Peru. 
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2016    Swenson, Edward R. and John Warner Landscapes of Mimesis and 
Convergence in the Southern Jequetepeque Valley, Peru. Cambridge 
Archaeological Journal 26(1): 23-51. 

 
2015 Swenson, Edward R.  The Archaeology of Ritual.  Annual Reviews of 

Anthropology 44:329-45. 
 

2015 Swenson, Edward R.  The Materialities of Place-Making in the Ancient 
Andes: A Critical Appraisal of the Ontological Turn in Archaeological 
Interpretation.  Journal of Archaeological Method and Theory 22:667-712. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R.  Chinchorro Mortuary Ritual and the Thesis 

Against ‘Hunter-Gatherer’ Religions.  In The Chinchorro Culture: A 
Comparative Perspective.  The Archaeology of the Earliest Human 
Mummification.  Edited by Nuria Sanz, Bernando T. Arriaza, and Vivien 
G. Standen, pp. 153-176.   Arica, Chile: UNESCO World Heritage 
Publication and the Universidad de Tarapacá. 

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R. Warfare, Gender, and Sacrifice in Jequetepeque 

Peru.  Latin American Antiquity 23(2): 167-193.  
 
2012 Swenson, Edward R.  Moche Ceremonial Architecture as Third Space: 

The Politics of Place Making in Ancient Peru.  Journal of Social 
Archaeology 12(1): 3-28.  

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R. and John Warner Crucibles of Power: Forging 

Copper and Forging Subjects at the Moche Ceremonial Center of Huaca 
Colorada, Peru.  Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 31(3): 314-333.  

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R.  Stagecraft and the Politics of Spectacle in Ancient 

Peru.  Cambridge Archaeological Journal 21(2): 283-313.  
 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Emotions Reified: Lessons from an Archaeology 

of Ritual.  Archaeological Dialogues 17(2): 176-185.   
 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Revelation and Resolution: Anthropologies of 

Religion, Cognition, and Power.  Reviews in Anthropology 39: 173-200.  
 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  Festines competitivos, pluralismo religioso y poder 

descentralizado en el periodo Moche Tardío.  Revista del Museo de la 
Universidad Nacional de Trujillo (Agosto): 235-260.  

 
2007 Swenson, Edward R.  Local Ideological Strategies and the Politics of 

Ritual Space in the Chimú Empire.  Archaeological Dialogues 14(1): 61-
90.  

 
2007 Swenson Edward R.  Adaptive Strategies or Ideological Innovations?  

Interpreting Sociopolitical Developments in the Jequetepeque Valley of 
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Peru During the Late Moche Period.  Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology 26(2): 1-30.   

 
2003 Swenson, Edward R.  Cities of Violence: Sacrifice, Power, and 

Urbanization in the Andes.  Journal of Social Archaeology 3(2): 256-296.   
 
 
Books 
 

In progress Swenson, Edward R.   Excavating Ritual: Archaeological Perspectives 
on Religion, Politics, and Identity. 

 
In progress  Swenson, Edward R.  Infrastructures of Religion and Power: A Critical 

Assessment of Archaeologies of Materiality, Landscape, and 
Urbanization. 

2018 Jennings, Justin and Edward R.  Swenson (co-editors). Powerful Places 
of the Ancient Andes.  Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. 

 
2018  Swenson, Edward R. and Andy Roddick (co-editors).  Constructions of 

Time and History in the Ancient Andes.  Boulder: University of Colorado 
Press. 

 
2009 Dillehay, Tom, Alan L. Kolata, and Edward R. Swenson  2009  Paisajes 

Culturales en el Valle del Jequetepeque: Los Yacimientos Arqueológicos.  
Ediciones Sian, Trujillo and Lima, Peru.  

 
 
Chapters in Edited Books  
 

 
In Review Swenson, Edward R. Places of Alterity and the Aesthetics of Religious 

Violence.  In Violence and Inequality: a Deep History, edited by Thomas 
P. Leppard and Sarah Murray.  University of Colorado Press. 

 
In Review Swenson, Edward R. A wak’a of Another Kind: The Animate 

Architecture of the North Coast of Peru in Comparative Perspective.  
Edited by Jon Spenard and Jonathon Dubois.  Tuscaloosa: University of 
Alabama Press. 

 
In Press Chea Socheat, Julia Estève, Dominique Soutif, Edward R. Swenson. 

Aśramas, Shrines, and Royal Power.  In The Angkorian World, edited by 
Damian Evans, Miriam Stark and Mitch Hendrickson.  London: Routledge 
Press. 

 
2021 Swenson, Edward R.  “Diversity in North Coast Households: Rethinking 

the Politics of the Everyday.” In Ancient Households of the North Coast of 
Peru, edited by Ilana Johnson, David Pacifico, and Robyn Cutright, pp. 
288-306.  Boulder: University of Colorado Press.  
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2020 Swenson, Edward R.  “The Meaning within the Moche Mask.”  In 

Archaeological Interpretations: Symbolic Meaning within Andes 
Prehistory, edited by Peter Eeckhout, pp.180-212.  Gainesville: University 
of Florida Press. 

 
2019 Spence-Morrow, Giles and Edward R. Swenson.  Moche Mereology: 

Synecdochal Ontologies at the Late Moche Site of Huaca Colorada, Peru. 
In Andean Ontologies: New Archaeological Perspectives, edited by María 
Cecilia Lozada and Henry Tantaleán, pp. 150-182. Gainesville: University 
of Florida Press. 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R. and Justin Jennings  Introduction:  Andean 

Conceptions of Place, Landscape, and Power.  In Justin Jennings and 
Edward Swenson (Eds).  Powerful Places in the Ancient Andes, pp. 1-54   
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R. Sacrificial Landscapes and the Anatomy of Moche 

Biopolitics: (AD 200-800).  In Justin Jennings and Edward Swenson 
(Eds).  Powerful Places in the Ancient Andes, pp. 247-286.  Albuquerque: 
University of New Mexico Press. 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R.  and Andy Roddick.  Rethinking Temporality and 

Historicity from the Perspective of Andean Archaeology.  In Edward 
Swenson and Andy Roddick (Eds), pp. 3-44.  Constructions of Time and 
History in the Ancient Andes.  Boulder: University of Colorado Press. 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R.   Political Topologies of Time in the Ancient 

Andes.   In  Constructions of Time and History in the Ancient Andes, pp. 
174-206. Boulder: University of Colorado Press. 

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R. and Francisco Seoane.  La Organización Dualística 

del Centro Ceremonial de Tecapa.  In Actas de Congreso Nacional 2016.  
La Prensa del Ministerio de Cultura, Lima, Perú. 

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R.  Timing is Everything: Religion and the Regulation 

of Temporalities in the Ancient Andes.  In Religion and Politics in the 
Ancient Americas, edited by Arthur Joyce and Sarah Barber, pp. 210-233.  
Routledge Press. 

 
2015 Swenson, Edward R.  Archaeological Approaches to Sacred Landscapes 

and Rituals of Place-Making.   In The Changing World Religion Map: 
Sacred Places, Identities, Practices, and Politics.  Edited by Stanley D. 
Brunn, pp.  477-502.  New York: Springer.  PEER-REVIEWED.  

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R.  Los Fundamentos Cosmológicos de las 

Interraciones Moche Sierra durante el Horizonte Medio en Jequetepque.  
In Justin Jennings and Luis Jaime Castillo (Eds)  Los Rostros de 
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Wari:Perspectivas Interregionales sobre el Horizonte Medio.  Lima: 
Fondo Editorial Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Boletín de 
Arqueología PUCP 16(2012): 79-104  PEER-REVIEWED.  

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R.  Dramas of the Dialectic: Sacrifice and Power in 

Ancient Polities.  In Roderick Campbell (Ed) Violence and Civilization. 
Joukowsky Institute Publication 4, pp. 28-60.  Oxford: Oxbow Press.  
PEER-REVIEWED.   

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R.  Interpreting the Political Landscape of Early State 

Religions. In Michael Lambek and Janice Boddy (Eds)  A Companion to 
the Anthropology of Religion, pp. 471-488.  London: Wiley-Blackwell.   

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R. Feminine Powers, Ritual Warfare, and the 

Sacrificial Foundations of Contested Authority in Late Moche 
Jequetepeque, Peru. In Shawn Morton and Don Butler (Eds)  It’s Good to 
be King: The Archaeology of Power and Authority Proceedings of the 41st 
(2008). Annual Chacmool Archaeological Conference, University of 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  Calgary: University of Calgary Press, pp. 145-
156.   

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R.  Architectural Renovation as Ritual Process in Late 

Intermediate Period Jequetepeque.  In Colleen Zori and Illana Johnson 
(Eds)  Advances in North Coast Archaeology: State and Empire in the 
Jequetepeque Valley.  Oxford: British Archaeological Reports 
International Series, 2310, pp. 129-148. PEER-REVIEWED.   

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  The ‘Disjunctive Approach’ to the Archaeological 

Analysis of Ritual Politics. In Lars Fogelin (Ed)  Religion in the Material 
World.  Carbondale IL: Center for Archaeological Investigations, Southern 
Illinois University, pp. 237-261. PEER-REVIEWED.   

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  San Ildefonso and the Popularization of Moche 

Ideology in the Jequetepeque Valley.  In Luis Jaime Castillo, Hélène 
Bernier, Gregory Lockard, and Julio Rucabado (Eds) Arqueología 
Mochica: Nuevos Enfoques. Lima: Fondo Editorial Pontificia Universidad 
Católica del Perú, pp. 411-432.  PEER-REVIEWED.   

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  Competitive Feasting, Religious Pluralism, and 

Decentralized Power in the Late Moche Period.  In William H. Isbell and 
Helaine Silverman (Eds) Andean Archaeology III: North and South.  New 
York: Springer, pp. 112-142. PEER-REVIEWED.   

 
Non-Refereed Publications (Technical Reports) 
 

2020 Swenson, Edward R., Giles Spence Morrow, and Chris Wai.  
Yasodharâsramas Archaeological Project 2020: Excavations at Prasat 
Khna, Preah Vihear Province.  Final Report submitted to the Hal Jackman 
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Foundation and the Cambodian Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts. 
University of Toronto, École Française d’Extrême Orient and APSARA 
Cambodia.  

 
2019 Swenson, Edward R. Yasodharâsramas Archaeological Project 2019 

Final Report submitted to the APSARA Authority and the Hal Jackman 
Foundation. University of Toronto, École Française d’Extrême Orient and 
APSARA Cambodia.  

 
 
2019 Swenson, Edward R. y Francisco Seoane.  Proyecto de Investigación de 

Arqueología, Jatanca-Huaca Colorada-Tecapa, Valle de Jequetepeque: 
Informe Final de la Temporada de Investigación 2018. Technical Report 
submitted to the Ministerio de Cultura, Lima. 859 pages. 

 
 
2018 Dominique Soutif, Sochet Chea, Julia Estève, Edward R. Swenson,    

Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas Campagne 2018—Prasat 
Komnap Sud et Baray Oriental. École Française d’Extrême Orient and 
APSARA Cambodia. 

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R., Francisco Seoane, John Warner Proyecto de 

Investigación de Arqueología, Jatanca-Huaca Colorada-Tecapa, Valle de 
Jequetepeque: Informe Final de la Temporada de Investigación 2016.  
Technical report submitted to the Ministerio de Cultura, Lima. 709 pages. 

 
2017 Dominique Soutif, Sochet Chea, Juila Estève, Edward R. Swenson,    

Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas Campagne 2017-- Prasat 
Komnap Sud – Prasat Ong Mong – Prei Prasat et Prasat Komnap Nord. 
École Française d’Extrême Orient and APSARA Cambodia. 

 
2016 Dominique Soutif, Sochet Chea, Juila Estève, Edward R. Swenson,    

Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas Campagne 2016-- Prasat 
Komnap Sud. École Française d’Extrême Orient and APSARA Cambodia.   

 
2015 Swenson, Edward R., Francisco Seoane, John Warner, Jorge Chiguala 

Proyecto de Investigación de Arqueología, Jatanca-Huaca Colorada, 
Valle de Jequetepeque: Informe Final de la Temporada de Investigación 
2014.  Technical report submitted to the Ministerio de Cultura, Lima. 457 
pages. 

 
2015 Sochet Chea, Juila Estève, Dominique Soutif, Edward R. Swenson,    

Mission Archéologique Yasodharâsramas Campagne 2015. École 
Française d’Extrême Orient and APSARA Cambodia.   

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R., Jorge Chiguala, John Warner  Proyecto de 

Investigación de Arqueología, Jatanca-Huaca Colorada, Valle de 
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Jequetepeque: Informe Final de la Temporada de Investigación 2012.  
Technical report submitted to the Ministerio de Cultura, Lima. 250 pages. 

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R., Jorge Chiguala, John Warner  Proyecto de 

Investigación de Arqueología, Jatanca-Huaca Colorada, Valle de 
Jequetepeque: Informe Final de la Temporada de Investigación 2011.  
Technical report submitted to the Ministerio de Cultura, Lima. 424 pages. 

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R., Jorge Chiguala, John Warner  Proyecto de 

Investigación de Arqueología, Jatanca-Huaca Colorada, Valle de 
Jequetepeque. Informe Final de la Temporada de Investigación 2010.    
Technical report submitted to the Ministerio de Cultura, Lima.  387 pages. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R., Jorge Chiguala, John Warner  Proyecto de 

Investigación de Arqueología, Jatanca-Huaca Colorada, Valle de 
Jequetepeque.  Informe Final de la Temporada de Investigación 2009 
Technical report submitted to the Instituto Nacional de Cultura, Lima. 245 
pages. 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R., Jorge Chiguala, John Warner, John Crandall, Anna 

Guengerich, and Randy Hahn.  Proyecto de Investigación de Arqueología, 
Jatanca, Valle de Jequetepeque.  Informe Final de la Temporada de 
Investigación 2008.  Technical report submitted to the Instituto Nacional 
de Cultura, Lima.  205 pages. 

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R., Jorge Chiguala, John Warner, John Crandall, Anna 

Guengerich, and Randy Hahn.  Proyecto de Investigación de Arqueología, 
Jatanca, Valle de Jequetepeque.  Informe Final de la Temporada de 
Investigación 2007.  Technical report submitted to the Instituto Nacional 
de Cultura, Lima. 140 pages. 

 
2002 Swenson, Edward R., Relaciones Urbano-Rurales en el Valle del Río 

Jequetepeque: Descifrando la Ritualización del Poder en el Sistema 
Político Moche.  Informe Sobre la Investigación Arqueológica en el Valle 
Bajo del Río Jequetepeque 2001-2012.  Technical report submitted to the 
Instituto Nacional de Cultura, Lima.  99 pages. 

 
2001 Dillehay, Tom, A. Kolata, and Edward R. Swenson.  2001.  Informe 

Sobre la Investigación Arqueológica del Proyecto Pacasmayo en el Valle 
de Jequetepeque 2001.  Technical report submitted to the Instituto 
Nacional de Cultura, Lima.  40 pages. 

 
1999 Dillehay, Tom, A. Kolata, E. Swenson, J. Stvan, and J. Warner.  Informe 

Sobre la Investigación Arqueológica del Proyecto Pacasmayo en el Valle 
de Jequetepeque 1999.  Technical report submitted to the Instituto 
Nacional de Cultura, Lima.  48 pages. 

 
Book Reviews 
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2021 Swenson, Edward R. Sacred Matter: Animacy and Authority in the 

Americas. Steve Kosiba, John Wayne Janusek, and Thomas B. F. 
Cummins, editors (2020). Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and 
Collection, Washington, DC.  American Antiquity. 
doi:10.1017/aaq.2021.12.  

 
2021 Swenson, Edward R.  Sacred landscapes in antiquity: creation, 

transformation and manipulation, ed, by Ralph Häussler and Gian Franco 
Chiai. Oxbow Books (2020). CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries, April 2021 Issue. 

 
2020 Swenson, Edward R.  Sarnath: a critical history of the place where 

Buddhism began (2020). Getty Research Institute, by Frederick M. Asher. 
CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, November 2020 Issue. 
 

2020 Swenson, Edward R. Maritime communities of the ancient Andes, edited 
by Gabriel Prieto and Daniel H. Sandweiss. University Press of Florida. 
CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic Libraries 2020.  June 2020 Issue. 

 
2019 Swenson, Edward, R.  “Plant kin: a multispecies ethnography in 

indigenous Brazil,” by Theresa L. Miller, University of Texas Press.  
CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, October 2019 Issue. 

 
2019  Swenson, Edward R. “Paradoxes of the popular: crowd politics in 

Bangladesh,” by Nusrat Sabina Chowdhury, Stanford University Press. 
CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, December 2019 Issue. 

 
2019 Swenson, Edward, R. “Ritual, Play and Belief in Evolution and Early 

Human Societies,” edited by Colin Renfrew, Iain Morley, and Michael 
Boyd. American Journal of Archaeology Vol. 123, No. 1 (January 2019) 
Published online at www.ajaonline.org/book-review/3780 Appendix 16 

 
2019 Swenson, Edward R.  “Animal Intimacies: Interspecies Relatedness in 

India’s Central Himalayas,” by Radhika Govindrajan, University of 
Chicago Press. CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, 
January 2019 Issue. 

 
2019 Swenson, Edward R. “Diva Nation: Female Icons from Japanese Cultural 

History,” ed. by Laura Miller and Rebecca Copeland. California. CHOICE 
Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, January 2019 Issue. 

 
2019 Swenson, Edward R. “Becoming Creole: Nature and Race in Belize,” by 

Melissa Johnson.  Rutgers, 2018  CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries, March 2019 Issue. 
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2018 Swenson, Edward R.  “Ancient Southeast Asia,” edited by John N. 
Miksic and Geok Yian Goh. Routledge, 2017. CHOICE Current Reviews 
for Academic Libraries.   January 2018 Issue. 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R.  “The Evolution of Human Co-operation: Ritual and 

Social Complexity in Stateless Societies, by Charles Stanish Cambridge 
University Press, 2017 .  CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries.   April 2018 Issue. 

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Violence in the Ancient Andes: 

Reconstructing sacrifice on the north coast of Peru, edited by Haagen D. 
Klaus and J. Maria Toyne, 2016. Austin (TX): University of Texas Press.  
Cambridge Archaeological Journal. 

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R.   “Feasting in Southeast Asia,” by Brian Hayden, 

Hawai'i, 2016.  CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic Libraries,  July 
2017 Issue.  

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R.  “Eurasia at the Dawn of History: Urbanization and 

Social change,” ed. by Manuel Fernández-Götz and Kirk Krausse. 
Cambridge, 2017.  CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic Libraries,  
July 2017 Issue.  

 
2017   Swenson, Edward R.  “Việt Nam: A history from Earliest Times to the  

Present,” by Ben Kiernan. Oxford, 2017.  CHOICE Current Reviews for 
Academic Libraries,  November 2017 Issue.  

 
2017   Swenson, Edward R.  “Decoding Andean mythology,” by Marín-Dale,  

Margarita B. Utah, 2016.  CHOICE Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries,  May 2017 Issue.  

 
2016   Swenson, Edward R. Tracing the Relational: The Archaeology of 

Worlds,Spirits, and Temporalities. Meghan E. Buchanan and b. Jacob 
Skousen, editors. 2015. University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City.  
American Antiquity 81(2): 398-399. 

 
2016 Swenson, Edward R. Bookends of Moche History. A Review of Uhle and 

Gamboa. Latin American Antiquity 27(2), 2016, pp. 264–266. 
 
2016 Swenson, Edward R.  The Archaeology of Andean pastoralism, ed. by 

José M. Capriles and Nicholas Tripcevich. New Mexico, 2016.  Choice: 
Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, December 2016 Edition. 

 
2016 Swenson, Edward R.  Memory landscapes of the Inka carved outcrops: 

from past to present, Christie, Jessica Joyce. Lexington Books, 2015 
(c2016).  Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, October 2016 
Edition. 
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2015   Swenson, Edward R.  State, Society, and Minorities in South and 
Southeast Asia, by Sunil Kukreja, Lexington Books, 2015.  Choice: 
Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, August 2015 Edition. 

 
2015  Swenson, Edward R.  Archaeology and Religion in Early Northwest 

India: History, Theory, Practice, by Daniel Michon, Routledge, 2015.  
Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, May 2015 Edition. 

 
2015 Swenson, Edward R.  Discourse and the Construction of Society: 

Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification, by Bruce 
Lincoln, 2nd ed. Oxford, 2014.  Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries, January 2015 Edition. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R. 2014 The Ancient Central Andes, by Jeffrey 

Quilter. Routledge, 2013.  Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries, December 2014 Edition. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R. 2014.  The Great Maya Droughts in Cultural 

Context: Case Studies in Resilience and Vulnerability, edited by  Gyles 
Iannone, University of Colorado Press, 2014.  Choice: Current Reviews 
for Academic Libraries, September 2014 Edition. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R.  A Heritage of Ruins: the Ancient Sites of 

Southeast Asia and their Conservation, by William Chapman.    Hawai'i 
University Press, 2013.  Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, 
March 2014 Edition. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R.  Acting Inca: Identity and National Belonging in 

Early Twentieth-century Bolivia, by Gabrielle E. Kuenzli. University of 
Pittsburgh, 2013.   Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, 
February 2014 Edition. 

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R.  Ideologies in Archaeology, edited by Reinhard 

Bernbeck and Randall H. McGuire.  University of Arizona Press.  
American Anthropologist: 115(4): 677-678. 

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R. Ancient Maya Political Dynamics, by Antonia E. 

Foias.  University Press of Florida, 2013. Choice: Current Reviews for 
Academic Libraries, November 2013 Edition. 

 
2013   Swenson, Edward R Ancient Alterity in the Andes: a Recognition of 

Others, by George F. Lau  Routledge, 2013.  Choice: Current Reviews for 
Academic Libraries, October 2013 Edition. 

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R.  Sources of Vietnamese Tradition, edited by George 

E. Dutton, Jayne S. Werner, and John K. Whitmore.  Columbia, 2012.  
Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries.  March 2013 edition.   
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2012  Swenson, Edward R.  Sacred Geographies of Ancient Amazonia, by 
Denise P. Schaan.  Leftcoast Press Walnut Creek, CA, 2012.  Choice: 
Current Reviews for Academic Libraries.  June 2012 edition.   

 
2012   Swenson, Edward R.  The Maya World of Communicating Objects: 

Quadripartite Crosses, Trees, and Stones, by Astor-Aguilera, Miguel 
Angel.  University of  New Mexico Press, 2011.    Choice: Current 
Reviews for Academic Libraries, January 2012 edition.   

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R.  Of Summits and Sacrifice: An Ethnohistoric Study 

of Inka Religious Practices.  Besom, Thomas. Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 2009.  American Anthropologist 113(4): 666-668.  

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Distant provinces in the Inka empire: toward a 

deeper understanding of Inka imperialism, ed. by Michael A. Malpass and 
Sonia Alconini.  Iowa, 2010.  Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries, November 2011 issue.   

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  The Archaeology of Politics and Power:  Where, 

When, and Why the First States Formed.  Maisels, Charles.  Choice: 
Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, May 2011 issue.  

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  The Archaeology of Religion: Cultures and Their 

Beliefs in Worldwide Context.  Steadman, Sharon R.  Choice: Current 
Reviews for Academic Libraries.  

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  The Ancient Andean Village: Marcaya in 

Prehispanic Nasca.  Vaughn, Kevin J.  Arizona.  Choice: Current Reviews 
for Academic Libraries.   

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Moche Art and Visual Culture in Ancient Peru.  

Jackson, Margaret A.   New Mexico.  Choice: Current Reviews for 
Academic Libraries.   

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  Heads of State: Icons, Power, Politics in the 

Ancient and Modern Andes.  Arnold, Denise Y. and Christine A. Hastorf.  
Left Coast Press.  Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries.   

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  The Sociology of Southeast Asia.  King, Victor T.  

University of Hawai’i Press.  Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries.   

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  The Political Economy of Ancient Mesoamerica: 

Transformations During the Formative and Classic Periods, edited by 
Vernon L. Scarborough and John E. Clark.  New Mexico.  Choice: 
Current Reviews for Academic Libraries.   
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2007 Swenson, Edward R.  Early Civilizations of Southeast Asia.  O'Reilly, 
Dougald, J.W.   AltaMira. Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries.   

 
2007 Swenson, Edward R.  Structure and Meaning in Human Settlements, 

edited by Tony Atkin and Joseph Rykwert.  University of Pennsylvania 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Philadelphia.  American 
Anthropologist 109(1): 202-204.   

  
 

Papers Presented at Meetings (Published Abstracts) 
   
 

 
2021 Swenson, Edward R.  Reassembling the Middle Horizon: “Crafting” 

Polity in Late Moche Jequetepeque.  Presented in Symposium: Dawn of a 
New Horizon: Reassessing the Middle Horizon (600-1000 A.D.)  at the 
Society for American Archaeology Meetings, Virtual Meeting, April 15, 
2021. 

 
2020 Swenson, Edward R.  Rites of Intensification Revisited: Crisis, Alterity, 

and the Semiotics of Ritual. Invited Panelist to international conference 
entitled: “Crisis Management: Ritualization and States of Exception in 
Ancient Cultures,” held virtually at the Freie Universität, Berlin, 
November 12-13 2020, organized by Reinhard Bernbeck and Susanne 
Gödde. 

 
2020 Swenson, Edward R. and Giles Spence Morrow.  Arquitectura como 

organismo vivo en el mundo Mochica.  Seminario internacional 
arquitectura y paisaje: Identidad, memoria histórica y proyecto territorial. 
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Lima Perú, October 14-15 2020.     

 
2020  Swenson Edward R. and Francisco Seoane.  La Música de la Muerte y la 

Regeneración en el Centro Moche de Huaca Colorada (AD 650-800).  
XVI Seminario Binacional Peruano-Argentino.  Trujillo, Peru.  February 
4, 2020.    

 
2019 Swenson Edward, R. Masking as Dicentization in Moche Ritual Practice.  

Materiality, Meaning, Agency, and Value.  Society for Social Studies of 
Science (4S) Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana.  September 7, 
2019. 

 
2019 Masur, Lindi, Giles Spence Morrow, and Edward R. Swenson.  Music 

and Death at the Moche Site of Huaca Colorada. Northeast Conference on 
Andean and Amazonian Archaeology and Ethnohistory: 38th Annual 
Meeting Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island. November 2, 2019.   
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2019  Swenson, Edward R. and Francisco Seoane.  Camay en la Cultura 
Mochica: Las Mascaras de Huaca Colorada, Valle de Jequetepeque.  XV 
Seminario Binacional Peruano-Argentino.  Trujillo, Perú. February 10, 
2019. 

 
2018 Collette, Olivier, Dominique Soutif, Socheat Chea, Julia Estève and 

Edward R. Swenson. Collaboration EFEO-SPW/DGO4 à AngkorVat - 
Campagne 2018 : premiers résultats de l’analyse géo-pédologique de la 
digue du Baray oriental (Cambodge). Résumés des Communications des 
Journées d'Archéologie en Wallonie, Flémalle 2018.  Namur, Belgium, 
November 23, 2019. Poster. 

   
      2018 Swenson, Edward R.. The Art of Reviewing.  Invited Presenter and 

Panelist sponsored by the Wenner Gren and National Science 
Foundations.  American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting, San 
Jose, California.  November 16, 2018. 

 
2018   Swenson, Edward R.  Gender Complementarities and the Construction of  

Late Moche Political Landscapes.  Presented in Symposium: Gender and 
Power on the North Coast of Peru at the Society for American 
Archaeology Meetings, Washington, D.C. April, 2018 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R. and Francisco Seoane.  Nuevos hallazgos en el Sitio 

Ceremonial de Tecapa, Valle de Jequetepeque.  XIV Seminario Binacional 
Peruano-Argentino.  February 7, 2018  Trujillo, Perú  

 
   2017   Aleksa Alaica and Edward R. Swenson.  Assessing the Role of Camelid  

 Lifecycles in the Formation of Moche Political and Religious Institutions: 
A Critical Application of Posthumanist Theory. Theoretical 
Archaeological Group Meetings, United Kingdom, Cardiff Wales, 
December 20, 2017. 

 
   2017   Swenson, Edward R. and Stephen Berquist.  Highland-Coastal Relations  

 and Transformations in Dualistic Political Ideologies in Middle Horizon 
Jequetepeque.  Presented at the 36th Northeast Conference on Andean and 
Amazonian Archaeology, Philadelphia PA, October 14, 2017. 

 
2017 Aleksa Alaica and Edward R. Swenson.  A Critical Application of 

Posthumanist Theory: The Role of Camelid Lifecycles in the Formation of 
Moche Political and Religious Institutions.  Presented in Symposium: 
“Parsing Posthumanism,” at the North American Theoretical 
Archaeological Group Meetings, Toronto ON, May 19 2017. 

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R.  Quintessentializing the Power of Place in the 

Ancient Andes. Presented in Symposium:  “Quintessential Places: 
Analyzing the Character of Precolumbian Sites” at the Society for 
American Archaeology Meetings, Vancouver, BC, Canada March 31 
2017.  
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2016  Swenson, Edward R.  The Semiotic Density of Sacred Stones in the 

Ancient Andes and the Angkorian Empire.  Presented in Symposium: 
“Stony Signs and Semeiotic Topologies of Tenacity.” Bolder CO, April 24 
2016. 

 
2016 Swenson, Edward R.  Sacrificial Landscapes and the Anatomy of Moche 

Biopolitics. Presented in Symposium: Powerful Places of the Ancient 
Andes at the Society for American Archaeology Meetings, San Francisco 
CA, April 7 2016.  

 
2016 Spence-Morrow, Giles, Edward R. Swenson and Aleksa Alaica.  Putting 

the Body in its Place: The Intersection of Spatial and Corporal Ontologies 
at the Late Moche Site of Huaca Colorada, Peru.  Presented in Symposium: 
Andean Ontologies: New Perspectives from Archaeology, Ethnohistory and 
Bioarchaeology at the Society for American Archaeology Meetings, 
Orlando FL, April 7 2016.  

 
2015   Swenson, Edward R.  Una Reinterpretación de la Organización Ritual del  

Centro Ceremonial de la Huaca Colorada, Valle de Jequetepeque. II 
Congreso Nacional de Arqueología. Lima, 5 de Agosto 2015.   

   
2015   Chea Sochet, Julia Estève, Dominique Soutif, and Edward R. Swenson  

Yaśodharāśrama, Campagne 2015 : Premiers Résultats de la Campagne de 
Fouilles Archéologiques à Prasat Komnap Sud.  International 
Coordinating Committee for Angkor (CIC).  Siem Reap, June 1 2015 

        
2015 Swenson, Edward R.  Invited Discussant for Session:  Recent Research 

and a Chronological Re-evaluation of the Viru-Moche-Chicama Valleys. 
Presented at the Society for American Archaeology Meetings, San 
Francisco CA, April 19 2015. 

 
2015  Swenson, Edward R.  The Mutable Neighborhoods of the Late Moche 

Period in the Jequetepeque Valley, Peru.  Presented in the symposium: 
Theorizing and Excavating Neighborhoods (Sponsored by the 
Archaeological Division of the American Anthropological Association) at 
the Society for American Archaeology Meetings, San Francisco CA, April 
17 2015. 

 
2015 Berquist, Stephen and Edward R. Swenson.  Infra-Structuration of 

Imperial Power in Ancient Angkor and the Andes.  Presented in 
Symposium: The Technopolitics and Ancient Infrastructures at the Society 
for American Archaeology Meetings, San Francisco CA, April 16 2015. 

 
2015 Warner, John and Edward R. Swenson.  Mimesis and Convergence in the 

Southern Jequetepeque Valley: Mountain Simulators in the Ancient North 
Coast of Peru.  Presented at 43rd Annual Midwest Conference on Andean 
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and Amazonian Archaeology and Ethnohistory, Nashville, TN, February 
28 2015.  

 
2015 Swenson, Edward R. and John Warner.  Mountain Worship and 

Landscapes of Mimesis in the Southern Jequetepeque Valley, Peru.  
Presented at Northeast Conference on Andean Archaeology and 
Ethnohistory University of Vermont, Burlington, VT, October 18 2014. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R.  Invited Discussant for Session: Daily Practice and 

Encultured Experience: Exploring Domestic Life among the Moche of 
Ancient Peru.  Presented at the Society for American Archaeology 
Meetings, Austin, TX, April 24 2014 (invited). 

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R.  Invited Discussant for Session: More than 

Utterances: Indecipherable Scripts and the Materiality of Communication.  
Presented at Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Chicago, IL, November 24 2013 (invited). 

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R.  Timing is Everything: Religion and the Regulation 

of Temporalities in Pre-Columbian Peru. Paper Presented at Annual 
Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, IL, 
November 23 2013 (invited). 

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R.  Panel Co-Orgainzer with Andy Roddick and Giles 

Spence-Morrow.  Envisioning Time and Imagining Place in Pre-
Columbian Landscapes. Theoretical Archaeological Group (TAG) 
Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, May 11 2013.   

 
2013 Swenson, Edward R. and Giles Spence-Morrow.  Political Topologies of 

Time in the Ancient Andes.  Paper Presented at Theoretical 
Archaeological Group (TAG) Meeting, Chicago IL, May 11 2013. 

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R.  Finding Dialectical Images and Excavating 

Spectral Landscapes.  2012 Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, San Francisco CA, November 14 2012 
(Invited). 

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R.  Panel Co-Organizer with Chris Watts. Indigenous 

Ontologies and the Material Turn.  Theoretical Archaeological Group 
Conference, Buffalo New York, May 18 2012. 

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R. The Spectre of Lo Andino: Relational-Material 

Theory and the Heterogeneity of Past Andean Ontologies.  Paper 
Presented at Theoretical Archaeological Group (TAG) Meeting, Buffalo, 
New York, May 18 2012.   

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R. Theorizing the Particular: Engaging Andean 

Archaeology with Theories of Place and Landscape.”  Paper in the 



Swenson 22 

symposium: Is Empiricism the Opposite of Theory? Andean Archaeology 
in Global Perspective. Society for American Archaeology Meetings, 
Memphis TN, April 22 2012.  

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R. Sacrificed Bodies and Sacrificed Landscapes: The 

Ritual Biopolitics of the Moche of Ancient Peru (AD 200-800).  2011 
Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Montreal, 
Quebec, November 17 2011 (Invited). 

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R. The Search for Moche Thirdspace. The Politics of 

Place-making in Andean Prehistory.  Paper in the symposium: “From the 
Ciudadelas of Chan Chan to the Palaces of Farfan:  Papers in the Honor of 
Carol Mackey.”   Society for American Archaeology Meetings, 
Sacramento CA, April 1 2011 (Invited). 

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R. Spectacles of Place-Making and Subject Formation 

in Ancient Peru.  Multidisciplinary Conference on the Archaeology of 
Performance.  Jackman Humanities Institute University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario, March 29 2011.  (Invited). 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R. and John Warner.  Crucibles of Power: 

Metallurgical Production, Religious Transformation, and Political 
Authority in Jequetepeque, Peru.  Society for Amazonian and Andean 
Studies 2nd Biennial Conference.  University of Florida, Gainesville, 
Florida, November 6 2010. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  and Jorge Chiguala.  Las Cambiantes Relaciones 

del Espacio Ritual y Doméstico en el valle de Jequetepeque, Perú.  
Simposio Internacional: Áreas Domésticas: Reflexiones, Avances, y 
Perspectivas.  Auditorio del Museo Nacional de Arqueología, 
Antropología, y Historia del Perú, August 20 2010. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Invited Discussant.  Posibilidades y Perspectivas 

para una Arqueología Histórica en el Perú.  Centro Ccori Wasi-
Universidad Ricardo Palma Cuarta Sesión: La evangelización y su 
repercusión en la transformación del pensamiento andino. Lima Peru, 
August 13 2010. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Moche Religious Conservatism, Wari 

Expansionism, and Sociopolitical Change in Middle Horizon 
Jequetepeque. Interregional Interaction and Social Change in Peru from 
550-1000 AD. 75th Annual Society for American Archaeology Meetings, 
St. Louis MO, April 16 2010 (Invited). 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Mortuorio de los Chinchorros y el Tesis en 

contra una única Religión de los ‘Cazadores-Recolectores.  United Nations 
World Heritage Conference:  La Cultural Chinchorro en una Perspectiva 
Comparada.  Universidad de Tarapacá, Arica, Chile, January 6 2010. 
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2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Chair and Co-Organizer, New Perspectives on 

Moche Warfare: 74th Annual Society for American Archaeology 
Meetings, Atlanta GA, April 23 2009. 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  The Ritual and Political Efficacy of Moche 

Warfare: Contextualizing the Meaning of Warfare, Gender, and Sacrifice 
in Jequetepeque, Peru. New Perspectives on Moche Warfare: 74th Annual 
Society for American Archaeology Meetings, Atlanta GA, April 23 2009. 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  The Politics of Architectural Remodeling on Peru’s 

North Coast.  37th Annual Midwest Conference on Andean and 
Amazonian Archaeology and Ethnohistory, Ann Arbor MI, March 21 
2009. 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Dramas of the Dialectic: Sacrifice and Power in 

Ancient Polities.  Violence and Civilization Conference, Joukowsky 
Institute, Brown University, March 7 2009 (Invited). 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Stagecraft and the Ritual Construction of Political 

Authority in Ancient Peru.  Archaeology Centre General Symposium, 
University of Toronto, February 27 2009 (Invited). 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Feminine Powers, Ritual Warfare, and the 

Sacrificial Foundations of Contested Authority in Late Moche 
Jequetepeque, Peru.  Symposium: Queens of the Stone Age: The Role of 
Women in Power Structures.  41st Annual Chacmool Conference 2008, 
Calgary AB, November 20 2009. 

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  Performing the Dialectic: Archaeological Analysis 

of Ritual Violence and Political Authority, Theoretical Archaeological 
Group (TAG) 2008, Columbia University, New York NY, May 25 2008. 

 
2008  Swenson, Edward R. Transcending Dichotomies of Power: Performing 

Status and the Politics of Spectacle in Ancient Peru, 73rd Annual Meeting 
of the Society for American Archaeology, Vancouver BC, March 28 2008. 

 
2007  Swenson, Edward R. Sacrificial Dialectics and the Emergence of 

Political Hierarchy, 72nd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, Austin TX, April 26 2007. 

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Performance, Politics, and Spirituality in 

Ancient Peru.  105th Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, San José CA, November 18 2006. 

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  Co-Organizer, The Materiality of Spirituality: 

Critical Directions in the Archaeology of Religion and Ritual, 105th 
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Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San José CA, 
November 18 2006. 

 
2006 Pottier, Christophe, Rhety Chhem, Pierre Bâty, Edward R. Swenson, 

Dominique Soutif, Jean-Baptiste Chevance.  Angkor Medieval Hospitals 
Project.  Angkor: Landscape, City, and Temple Conference, University of 
Sydney, Sydney, Australia.  Sponsored by the Archaeological Computing 
Laboratory, July 18 2006.  

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  De-Centering the City in Late Moche 

Jequetepeque, Peru: New Interpretations in Andean Ideologies of 
Centricity, 71st Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, San Juan, Puerto Rico, April 28 2006. 

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  Chair and Co-Organizer, New Approaches to the 

Study of Andean Urbanism, 71st Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, San Juan, Puerto Rico, April 28 2006. 

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  The Disjunctive Approach to the Archaeological 

Analysis of Ritual Politics.  Religion in the Material World: A Conference 
on the Archaeology of Religion.  The 2006 Visiting Scholar Conference, 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale IL, March 31 2006 (Invited). 

 
2005 Swenson, Edward R.  Adaptive Strategies or Ideological Innovations?  

Interpreting Sociopolitical Developments in the Jequetepeque Valley of 
Peru during the Late Moche Period, 70th Annual Meeting of the Society 
for American Archaeology, Salt Lake City UT, April 27 2006. 

 
2004 Swenson, Edward R.  Festines competitivos en San Ildefonso: pluralismo 

religioso y descentralización del poder en Jequetepeque durante el Moche 
Tardío,  1ra Conferencia Internacional de Jóvenes Investigadores Sobre la 
Cultura Moche, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Lima Peru, 
August 5 2004 (Invited). 

 
2004 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Politics and Social Memory in a Chimú 

Province: Local Power Strategies and Imperialism in the Jequetepeque 
Valley, Peru, 69th Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, Montreal Quebec, April 2 2004 (Invited). 

 
2003 Swenson, Edward R.  Mortuary Ritual, Contested Power, and Popular 

Mimesis of Chimú Architecture in the Jequetepeque Valley, Peru.  Central 
States Anthropological Society Meeting, Louisville KY, April 19 2003. 

 
2003 Swenson, Edward R.  Hinterland Ceremonial Architecture and 

Competing Ideologies in the Lower Jequetepeque Valley, Peru During the 
Late Moche Period, 68th Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, Milwaukee WI, April 13 2003. 
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2003 Swenson, Edward R.  Competitive Feasting, Religious Pluralism, and 
Decentralized Power in the Jequetepeque Valley, Peru During the Late 
Moche Period, 31st Annual Midwest Conference on Andean and 
Amazonian Archaeology and Ethnohistory, Field Museum, Chicago IL, 
February 22 2003. 

 
1999 Swenson, Edward R. Co-Organizer and Co-Chair, Power and 

Monumentality in Archaeological Landscapes Session, 76th Annual 
Central States Anthropological Society Meeting, Chicago IL, April 16 
1999. 

 
1999 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Violence and the Development of Urban 

Landscapes in the Andes, 76th Annual Central States Anthropological 
Society Meeting, Chicago IL, April 16 1999. 

 
Invited Lectures 

 
2020 Swenson, Edward R.   Semiotic of Stone in Andean and Khmer Political 

Landscapes.  Yale University Archaeology Colloquium, September 11, 
2020.  2 hours.  

 
2020 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Poiesis, Masquerade, and the Crafting of 

Ancient Moche Ontologies.  Anthropology Colloquium Lecture, Cornell 
University, Ithaca New York.  January 31, 2020.  2 hours 

 
2020 Swenson, Edward R.  Sacrificed Bodies and Sacrificed Buildings in the 

Ancient Andes.  Distinguished Faculty Club Lecture, University of 
Toronto, Toronto, ON.  January 22, 2020. 2 hours 

 
2019 Swenson, Edward R.  2019/2020 University of Colorado, Anthropology 

Department Distinguished Archaeology Lecture (academic lecture):  
Viewing the World from a Moche Mask: The Ontological Turn and the 
Fate of Meaning in Archaeology.  Boulder, CO: September 27, 2019. 2 
hours. 

 
2019 Swenson Edward R. 2019/2020 University of Colorado, Anthropology 

Department Distinguished Archaeology Lecture (public talk): Imperial 
Expansion and Transformations in Gender Ideologies during the Andean 
Middle Horizon. Boulder, CO: September 28, 2019. 2 hours. 

 
 

      2018   Swenson, Edward R. Ideologies of Gender and Empire in the Andean  
  Middle Horizon (AD 650-900): A View from the Jequetepeque Valley,  

 Peru. American Institute of Archaeology, Toronto Branch, Toronto, ON. 
September 25, 2018.  2 hours.  
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   2018   Swenson, Edward R. Nuevos Hallazgos Arqueológicos en Cañoncillo.   
      Casa de Cultura de Pacasmayo, Peru (public lecture).  August 14, 2018. 2  

       hours and questions. 
 
 

      2018 Las transformaciones en las ideologías políticas dualistas en Jequetepeque 
durante el Horizonte Medio. Homenaje Póstumo a Santiago Uceda 
Castillo. Universidad Nacional de Trujillo, Facultad de Ciencias Sociales. 
July 30, 2018.  30 minute paper. 

 
2018 Swenson, Edward R.  Archaeological Approaches to Religion: A View 

from Two Continent. The Siem Reap Centre of the École Française 
d’Extrême Orient, Siem Reap, Cambodia.  February 27, 2018.  60 minutes 
(and subsequent questions).  

 
2017 Swenson, Edward R.  The Biopolitical Foundations of Moche 

Geopolitics in Middle Horizon Jequetepeque.  Presented at the San José de 
Moro Archaeological Project Colloquium Series, Pacasmayo. La Libertad, 
Peru.  July 5, 2017. 60 minutes (and subsequent questions). 

2017 Swenson, Edward R. and Francisco Seoane.  Nuevas Investigaciones en 
Tecapa.  XIII Seminario Binacional Peruano Argentino.  Ministerio de 
Cultura, Trujillo.  Feb. 8 2017. 

2016 Swenson, Edward R. and Francisco Seoane.  Nuevos Hallazgos en el 
Centro Ceremonial de la Huaca Colorada Valle de Jequetepeque.  Casa de 
Cultura, Pacasmayo, Peru.  August 11, 2016. 

 
2016 Swenson, Edward R.  Life Death and Sacrifice in the Ancient Andes.  

Stress Free Degree, University of Toronto Reunion.  Toronto, ON.  May 
27, 2016. 

2016 Swenson, Edward R.  Invited discussant: Religion, Ritual, Conflict, and 
Cooperation: Archaeological and Historical Approaches Workshop Center 
for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS) at Stanford 
University. Stanford, CA. April 29 – 30, 2016 

2016 Swenson, Edward R.  Trace and Revelation in Archaeological Research:  
The Graffiti of Huaca Colorada, Peru.  Presented in Workshop: 
Trace/Index/Imprint, sponsored by the Jackman Humanities Institute.  
Toronto, April 15 2016. 

   
2015 Swenson, Edward R.  Invited discussant for paper “What Isn’t A Ritual 

Landscape,” presented by Dr. Lars Fogelin, University of Arizona.  South 
Asian Ritual Landscapes Conference, University of Toronto, May 9, 2015.  

 
2015 Swenson, Edward R.  Les Temples de Adobe et Les Temples de Pierre 

dans Les Andes Anciens.  The Siem Reap Centre of the École Française 
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d’Extrême Orient, Siem Reap, Cambodia.  March 31, 2015.  
 

2015 Swenson, Edward R.  Relational Entanglements of the Ritual Process in 
Ancient Andean Mountain Religion.  Muilenburg-Koenig Workshop, San 
Francisco theological Seminary and the University of California Berkeley, 
San Francisco, CA.   March 8, 2015.   

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R.  Interpreting Transformations in Andean 

Materialities: A Diachronic Study from the Jequetepeque Valley, Peru 
Department of Anthropology Speaker’s Series, McMaster University, 
Hamilton ON.   September 23, 2014.  60 minutes (and subsequent 
questions), new. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward R.  Reassessing Time, History, and Sociopolitical 

Change in Middle Horizon Jequetepeque.  Presented at the San José de 
Moro Archaeological Project Colloquium Series, Chepen. La Libertad, 
Peru.  July 24, 2014. 60 minutes (and subsequent questions), new. 

 
2014 Swenson, Edward, R. L'Architecture Religieuse et Politique de la Culture 

Moche du Pérou préhistorique (AD 100-850).  The Siem Reap Centre of 
the École Française d’Extrême Orient, Siem Reap, Cambodia, February 
28. 

 
2013 Swenson Edward, R.  A Tale of Two Cities: Interpreting Variability in 

Political Constructions of Time, Place, and Personhood in the Ancient 
Andes.  Stanford University Archaeology Center, Colloquium, Palo Alto, 
CA. October 16. 

 
2013 Swenson Edward R. Geo-Cosmologies of Gender and Alterity in Moche 

Peru.  Latin American Center, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA October 
15. 

 
2013 Swenson, Edward, R.  La Construcción del Tiempo en el Sitio Moche 

Tardío de Huaca Colorada, valle de Jequetepeque.  Pontificia Católica 
Universidad Nacional del Perú, Archaeology Department Colloquium 
Lecture.  Lima, Peru 1 July. 

 
2012 Swenson, Edward, R.  Los Ritmos de la Vida Cotidiana y Ritual en el Sito 

Moche Tardío de Huaca Colorada, Valle de Jequetepeque.  Keynote 
Lecture to the Vigésimo Congreso Nacional de Estudiantes de Arqueología, 
Universidad Nacional de Trujillo, Trujillo, Peru. 22 August.   

 
2012 Swenson, Edward R.  Gendered Landscapes and Rituals of 

Temporalization in Ancient Jequetepeque, Peru.  Colloquium of the 
Department of Anthorpology, University of California Berkeley, Berkeley, 
30 April.  
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2012 Swenson, Edward R Gendered Landscapes and the Politics of Time in 
Ancient Jequetepeque, Peru.  Paper presented at the Latin American Society 
Colloquium University of Toronto, Toronto Canada, 7 February. 

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R Changing Conceptions of Time: Moche 

Chronologies vs. Moche Temporalities.  Dumbarton Oaks Symposium: 
Times of Change and Changes of Time: An Inquiry about Absolute and 
Relative Chronologies of the Moche from Northern Peru.  Dumbarton 
Oaks, Washington, D.C., 19 November. 

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R Moche Relational Ontology and the Politics of 

Metallurgical Production at Huaca Colorada.  San José de Moro 
Archaeological Speakers Series.  Chepén, La Libertad, Peru, 19 July. 

 
2011 Swenson, Edward R. Nuevos Hallazgos Arqueológicos en Huaca 

Colorada, Valle de Jequetepeque, La Libertad.” Taller International sobre 
Patrimonio Cultural y Desarrollo Turístico.”  Municipalidad Provincial de 
Pacasmayo, San Pedro de  Lloc, La Libertad, Peru, 16 July. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R. Performing Place and the Politics of Space in 

Perhistoric Peru. Department of Archaeology and Classics, Wilfrid Laurier 
University, Waterloo, Ontario, 24 November. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Smelting Copper and Forging Political Subjects in 

Moche Peru.  Anthropology Student Association of the University of 
Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, 6 November. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  The Politics of Space and Performing Place in 

Prehistoric Peru.  Anthropology Colloquium, Trent University, Oshawa, 
Ontario, 1 November. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Reassessing Archaeological Approaches to Power: 

The Politics of Gender, Sacrifice, and Feasting among the Moche of 
Ancient Peru (AD 500-800).  American Institute of Archaeology, Niagara 
Peninsula Society, St. Catharines, Ontario, Brock University, 19 
September. 

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R., John Warner, and Jorge Chiguala.  Investigaciones 

Arqueológicas en el Sitio de Jatanca (Pueblo Viejo) 2007-2010.  Curso de 
Actualización International sobre Patrimonio Cultural y Desarrollo 
Turístico.  Municipalidad Provincial de Pacasmayo, San Pedro de Lloc, La 
Libertad, Peru, 7 August.  

 
2010 Swenson, Edward R.  Rethinking the Middle Horizon: The Cosmological 

Foundations of Moche-Highland Interactions.  San José de Moro 
Archaeological Speakers Series.  Chepén, La Libertad, Peru, 20 July. 
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2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Interpreting Prehistoric Societies of the Spectacle: 
Ritual Theatrics and Contested Subjectivities in Andean Polities.  McGill 
University Anthropology Speakers Colloquium.  Montreal QC, 14 
December.   

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Image of the Ancient Andean City.  Archaeology 

of Urbanism and Civilization Workgroup, Archaeology Centre, 
Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto, Toronto ON, 19 
November. 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Urban Ideologies in the Ancient Andes.  Latin 

American Studies Colloquium, University of Toronto, Toronto ON, 12 
November. 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Archaeologies of Performance and the Ritual 

Construction of Political Authority at Jatanca Peru.  Harvard University 
Social Archaeology Workshop.  Cambridge MA, 8 May. 

 
2009 Swenson, Edward R.  Contested Memories: The Politics of Space and 

Religion in Jequetepeque, Peru.  Harvard Andean Archaeology and Art 
History Lecture Series.  Harvard University, Cambridge MA, 7 May. 

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  Class, Status, and the Power of Performance in 

Ancient Peru.  San José de Moro Archaeological Speakers Series.  
Chepén, La Libertad, Peru, 21 July. 

 
2008 Swenson, Edward R.  The Power of Performance in Ancient Peru  

Department of Anthropology Job Talk, University of Toronto, Toronto 
ON, 6 March. 

 
2008  Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Theater and the Politics of Spectacle in 

Ancient Peru, Anthropology Department Speakers Series, University of 
Lethbridge, Lethbridge AB, 5 March. 

 
2007 Swenson, Edward R.  Archaeological Approaches to the Investigation of 

Religious Ideology: A View from Peru’s Moche Civilization.  Lethbridge 
Archaeological Society, Lethbridge AB. 

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  Reconsidering the Role of Religion and Ecology in 

Sociopolitical Transformation: A View from Ancient Peru.  Anthropology 
Department Speakers Series, University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge AB, 1 
December. 

 
2006 Swenson, Edward R.  Reinterpreting Moche Religious Ideology and 

Political Organization.  Sican Exhibit Speaker, University of Calgary, 
Calgary AB, 23 November. 
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2005   Swenson, Edward R.  The Politics of Space in Moche Culture.  Global 
Dimension on Complexity Lecture Series, Field Museum, Chicago IL, 24 
September. 

 
2004 Swenson, Edward R.  Reassessing the Religious Foundations of Moche 

Political Systems.  Andean Lecture Series at the Field Museum in 
conjunction with the opening of the exhibit: “Machu Picchu: Unveiling the 
Mystery of the Incas,” Chicago IL, 29 October. 

 
2004 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Power and Competitive Feasting in Late 

Moche Jequetepeque, Department of Anthropology, Brandeis University, 
Waltham MA, 5 February.. 

 
2002 Swenson, Edward R.  Endemic Feasting and Decentralized Power in Late 

Moche Political Systems, Interdisciplinary Archaeology Workshop, 
University of Chicago, Chicago IL, 31 October. 

 
2002  Swenson, Edward R.  Ceremonial Architecture in the Hinterland of the 

Jequetepeque Valley, Peru: Religious Pluralism and Decentralized Power 
in Late Moche Political Systems, Latin American Studies Program and 
Department of Anthropology Speakers Series, University of Kentucky, 
Lexington KY, 7 October. 

 
2000 Swenson, Edward R.  Theme Parks of Violence: Sacrifice, Power, and 

Urbanization in the Andes, Theoretical Archaeology Workshop, 
University of Chicago, Chicago IL, 11 November. 

 
1999 Swenson, Edward R.  Ritual Violence, Social Inequality, and the 

Production of Urban Landscapes in the Andes, South American 
Anthropology Club, University of Kentucky, Lexington KY, April. 

 
1997 Swenson, Edward R.  Tinker Foundation Paper, Prehistoric Agriculture 

and Social Complexity in the Lower Jequetepeque Valley of Peru, 
Kiwanis Club of Whiting-Robertsdale IN, 5 October. 

 
 
Professional Activities 
 

Blog Writer 
 University of Colorado Press (April 2018) 
 
Editorial Board Member  
 World Archaeology (2019-2024) 
Panel Reviewer 
 Wenner-Gren Foundation (2016-2018) 
 
Member of Review Board (2016-present) 
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 Dirección de Gestión de la Investigación Vicerrectorado de Investigación 
PUCP (Pontificía Universidad Catolica del Perú). 

 
Executive Board Member, Theoretical Archaeology Group, North America (2017-

present) 
 
Board Member, Dirección de Gestión de la Investigación Vicerrectorado de PUCP 

(Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú) (2018-present) 
 
Article/manuscript reviewer 

Journal of Archaeological Science (2015, 2016) 
Journal of Anthropological Archaeology (2011-2012, 2014, 2016, 2019) 
Current Anthropology (2011, 2020) 
American Anthropologist (2011-2021) 
Reviews in Anthropology (2011) 
Latin American Antiquity (2009-2021) 
Journal of Field Archaeology (2009-2013) 
Ñawpa Pacha (2011, 2020) 
Cambridge Archaeological Journal (2011-2020) 
Chungara (2011-2014) 
Antiquity (2011-2020) 
World Archaeology (2012-2021) 
Journal of Social Archaeology (2012-2021) 
Qualitative Sociology (2012-2013) 
Journal of Archaeological Method and Theory (2014-2018) 
Revista Chilena de Antropología (2014) 
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute (2016) 
Americae: European Journal of Americanist (2017-2018) 
Canadian Journal of Archaeology (2015, 2018) 
Plos One (2019) 
The Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology (2018-2019) 
International Journal of Heritage Studies (2019-2021) 
Latin American Research Review (2019) 
Change Over Time: An International Journal of Conservation and the 
Built Environment (2019) 
Ethnoarchaeology: Journal of Archaeological, Ethnographic, and 
Experimental Studies (2021) 
 

Grant reviewer 
National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grants (2009-
2018) 
National Science Foundation Research Grant (2014-2018) 
National Geographic Society (2016-2018) 
National Endowment for the Humanities (2018) 
SSHRC Insight Grants (2019) 
National Science Centre of Poland (2019-2020) 
Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) (2020) 
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Grant Reviewer, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Discovery and 
Innovation Grant (2021) 

 
Book proposal/manuscript reviewer 

Springer Press (2011) 
University of Colorado Press (2013, 2015) 
University of Florida Press (2013) 
University of Arizona (2015) 
Rowan and Littlefield Press (2015) 
Routledge (2016, 2017, 2019) 
Dumbarton Oaks, Harvard University (2018) 

 
  Master’s Thesis External Reviewer 
      McGill University (2009) 
      McGill University (2011) 
 
  PhD Thesis External Reviewer 
      Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris III (2018) 
      Université Lyons 2 (2020) 
 
   
TEACHING 
 
Courses 
 
Undergraduate (University of Toronto) 
 

* Archaeology of Ritual and Identity (2016) 
* Huaca Colorada Archaeological Project in Peru, Summer Abroad Program, 
Woodsworth College (2014, 2016)   
* Ancient Cultures of the Andes (ANT 320H) (2013, 2015, 2018) 
* Preindustrial City and Urban Social Theory (ANT 318H) (2010, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2021) 
* Religion and Archaeology (SII 199H) (2015)   
* Archaeology in Ancient South America (ANT 399Y) (2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 2012, 2018) 
* Advanced Archaeological Theory (ANT 411H) (2009, 2011 2012, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2018) 
* Ancient Cultures of Mesoamerica (ANT 316) (2011, 2016) 
* Inka and Aztec States (ANT 407). (2010, 2011, 2017) 
* Archaeological Interpretation (ARH 305) (2008, 2009) 

 
Undergraduate (University of Lethbridge, September 2006-May 2008) 

* The Anthropological Perspective (Anthro 1000) 
* Social Organization (Anthro 2010) 
* The Ethnographic Imagination—the Shaman in the Ethnographer’s Imagination (Ant 2010) 
* The History of Anthropological Thought (Anthro 3000) 
* The Anthropology of Sacrifice and Ritual Violence (Anthro 4850) 

 
Undergraduate (University of Chicago, October 2005-June 2006) 

* Moche Political Systems (Ant 21233/36310) 
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* Inka Archaeology (Ant 20100/40100) 
 
Undergraduate (Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, August 2004-May 2005) 

* Introduction to Anthropology (Ant 100) 
 
Graduate (University of Toronto) 

* Archaeology of Ritual, Religion, and Ideology (ANT 4043) (2009, 2013, 2015, 2018,  
2021). 
* Archaeological Theory (4040) (2011, 2012, 2014, 2017)  
* Special Topics in New World Archaeology (4065H, University of Toronto) (2009) 
* Archaeologies of Place, Urbanism, and Infrastructure (2020) 

 
Graduate (University of Chicago, October 2005-June 2006 ) 

* Urbanization, the City, and Social Theory (University of Chicago, Ant 46705) 
* Archaeology of Ritual (University of Chicago, Ant 58900). 

 
Student Supervision 
 

Ph.D. Students 

2021-present Alannagh Maciw.  Plans to study feasting practices in the ancient Andes 
2019-present Chris Wai. Investigates Andean forts, ritual violence, and warfare in 

ancient Peru 
2018-present Kyle Shaw-Muller.  Studies household archaeology and the politics of the 

everyday among the ancient Moche of Peru. 
2018-present Madeline Fyles. Investigates the effects of environmental change on ritual 

practices and constructions of landscape 
2015-present Branden Rizzuto.  Undertaking research on Moche metallurgy (co-

supervision, Edward Banning). 
2013-present Aleksa Alaica, has conducted research on human-animal relations in 

ancient Peru.  Awarded SSHRC CGS-D. 
2013-present Stephen Berquist, has conducted research on changing perceptions of the 

environment and landscape between the Inka and colonial period in 
Northern Peru. 

2014-2020 Andrew Harris.  Dissertation Title: Early Theravāda Place-Making in the 
Shadow of Mount Meru: Negotiating the Architecture, Space, and 
Landscape of “Buddhist Terraces”/Praḥ Vihār at Angkor Thom, Cambodia 
c. 13th-16th Centuries (co-supervision with Heather Miller). 

2010-2019 Giles Spence Morrow. Dissertation Title: Drawn to Scale: Materiality, 
Miniaturization and Mimesis in the Moche Experience and Representation 
of Ritual Space.  Awarded SSHRC CGS-D. 

2012-2018 Camila Guarim, Dissertation Title: Regional Complementarity, Political 
Decentralization, and Place-making in the Northern Region of the Tapajós 
National Forest Reservation, Lower Amazon, Brazil 

2010-2016 Guy Duke.  Dissertation Title: Consuming Identity: Community and 
Culinary Practices in the Late Moche Jequetepeque Valley, Peru 

2011-2014 Anna Guengerich (University of Chicago).  Received PhD in 2014 (co-
chair with Francois Richard). 
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M.Sc. Students 
 
2018-2020 Rachel Schloss.  Thesis Title: Place-Making Brick by Brick: Adobe 

Technologies and Community Construction in the Southern Jequetepeque 
Valley, Peru (650–1000 AD). 

2018-present Maryssa Barras.  Thesis Title: Investigating Moche Human-Landscape 
Circulatory Reproductive Networks, AD 300-800 

2018-2019 Chris Wai.  Thesis Title: Fortified Heterotopias: Transformations of 
Community and Ideologies of Alterity in the Jequetepeque Valley, Peru. 

2016-2018 Madeline Fyles. Thesis Title: The Ocean and the Priestess: An 
Examination of El Niño Symbolism in Moche Iconography 

2015-2017 Thomas Blennerhassett.  Thesis Title: Ritual feasting and Fluid 
Ethnogenesis at Huaca Colorada, Peru 

2014-2016 Niamh Curran.  M.Sc. Thesis Title: The Archaeology of Ritual in Contact 
Zones: Place-Making, Landscapes, and Life-ways on the North Coast of 
Peru 2014-2016  

2014-2016 Amanda Sinclair.  M.Sc. Thesis Title: Shaping Subjects from Stone: Land, 
Labour & Masonry in Tiwanaku & Tahuantinsuyo 

2011-2013 Sally Lynch. M.Sc. Thesis Title: A Ceramic Based Analysis of Feasting 
and Power at the Moche Site of Huaca Colorada. 

2009-2011 Katrina Gataveckas. M.Sc. Thesis Title: Landscape, Household, and 
Gender in Late Moche Jequetepeque:  A View from the Ceremonial 
Centre of Huaca Colorada SSHRC PGS-M.   

 
 
M.A. Students 
2020-present Alannagh Maciw. Plans to conduct investigations on household ritual in 

the ancient Andes and South Asia (co-supervisor, Dr. Heather Miller). 
2020-present Alicia Yuan.  Plans research on embodiment and Moche ceramic 

figurines. 
2018-2019 Christopher Wai. Conducting research on Andean fortifications and 

warfare. 
2017-2019 Sigrid Freser.  Politics of the past in Colombia 
2016-2017 Jose Gutierrez.  Thesis Title: Empire in Microcosm: Debating the Political 

and Religious History of the Inca Usnu. 
2015-2016 Julia Earle.  Masters Research Paper Title: Shaping Subjects from Stone: 

Land, Labour & Masonry in Tiwanaku & Tahuantinsuyo 
2012-2013 Katrina Joosten.  Masters Research Paper Title: Archaeology’s Virtual: 

The Micropolitics of Envisioning Time (co-supervision with Lena 
Mortensen).  

2009-2010 Michael Taylor. Masters Research Paper Title: Late Preceramic 
Monumental Architecture on the Central Coast of Peru: Social Space as 
Conceived, Perceived, and Lived.  

2005-2006 Marijke Maurine Stoll.  MA Paper Title: Blood in the Sacred Water: 
Space, Place and the Practice of Sacrifice at the Templo Mayor.  
University of Chicago. Masters of Arts Program in the Social Sciences. 
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2005-2006 Lindy Rae Falvey.  MA Paper Title: Continuity of Burial Practices Across 
the Millennia: The Development of Moche.  University of  Chicago, 
Masters of Arts Program in the Social Sciences.  

Ph.D. Dissertation Committees 

2009-2017  Rastko Cvekic (University of Toronto, supervior Gary Coupland). 
2009-2015  Randy Hahn (McGill University, supervisor Nicole Couture).  
2009-2014 Anna Guengerich (University of Chicago, co-chair with Francois 

Richard).   
2009-2016  Matthew Mosher (University of Toronto, supervisor Heather Miller).  
2010-2018  Susan Dermarkar (University of Toronto, supervisor David Smith). 
2010-2017  Dejana Nikitovic (University of Toronto, supervisor Michael Schillaci). 
2010-2014  Matthew Walls (University of Toronto, supervisor Max Friesen).   
2011-2019 Kayeleigh Sharp (Southern Illinois University, supervisor Izumi 

Shimada). 
2012-2017  Talena Stevenson (University of Toronto, supervisor David Smith). 
2012-2018  Candice Haak (University of Toronto, supervisor Heather Miller). 
2013-2015  Dianne Scullin (Columbia University, supervisor Terry D’Altroy). 
2014-2018  Steven Dorland (University of Toronto, supervisor David Smith). 
2014-present   Lindi Masur (University of Toronto, supervisor Gary Crawford). 
2015-present  Darren Joblonkay (University of Toronto, supervisor Timothy Harrison). 
2015-present Kristina Alda (University of Toronto, supervisors Hilary Cunningham and 

Jesook Song). 
2016-present  Rachel Dewan (Art History, University of Toronto, supervisor Carl 

Knappett). 
2017-present Suzanne Villeneuve (Anthropology, University of Toronto, supervisor 

Gary Coupland) 
2017-present Paulina Sheck (Anthropology, University of Toronto, supervisor Max 

Friesen) 
2017-present Gabrielle Borenstein (Anthropology, Cornell University, supervisor Adam 

T. Smith) 
2018-present Dominique Langis-Barsetti (University of Toronto, Supervisor Tim 

Harrison). 
2019-present  Mitchell Ma (University of Toronto, Supervisor, Gary Crawford). 
 
  

ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS 
 
University of Toronto 

 
2019-2020 Chair, Professionalization Committee, Department of Anthropology, University 

of Toronto 
 
2018-present  Mediterranean Archaeology Collaborative Specialist Program, Board Member, 

Department of Anthropology Representative. 
 
2018-2023  Director, Archaeology Centre, University of Toronto 
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2017-2019  Chair, Richard B. Lee Student Prize Committee 
 
2016-2017  Acting Director, Archaeology Centre, University of Toronto 

  
2015-2016  TA Coordinator, Department of Anthropology 
 
2013-2014  TA Coordinator, Department of Anthropology 

 
2012-2014  Anthropology Representative, Arts and Science Faculty Council 

 
2011-2013  Colloquium Chair, Department of Anthropology 
 
2011-2013  Anthropology Representative, University of Toronto International Advisory 

Committee 
 
2011   Department of Anthropology Fellowship Committee  
 
2009-present Programming Committee Member, Latin American Studies 
 
2009-present Department of Anthropology Representative for the Archaeological Institute 

of America, Toronto Chapter 
 
2008-2011  Archaeology Representative, Anthropology Department Speakers Colloquium  
 
2008-2009  Admissions Committee Member, Department of Anthropology 

 
Other Organizations 
 

2016-2017 Co-Chair, Theoretical Archaeological Group Meetings held in Toronto, May 
2017 

 
2007-2008  Anthropology Department Representative, Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 

Master of Arts Task Force, University of Lethbridge 
 
2007-2008  Faculty Liaison, Undergraduate Anthropology Club, University of Lethbridge 
 
2006-2008  Hiring Committee, Department of Anthropology, University of Lethbridge 
 
2007-2008 Provided archaeological field training to University of Lethbridge 

undergraduate students 
 
SERVICE & OTHER 
  

2018-2023  Editorial Board Member, World Archaeology 
 
2009-2010 Member of Adjudication Committee # 16 (Anthropology and Archaeology) 

for the 2010 competition of the Standard Research Grants Program at the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) 
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2004-2009 Research Associate, Department of Anthropology, The Field Museum, 

Chicago IL 
 
2002-2005  French Interpreter, Midwest Immigrant and Human Rights Center (Heartland 

Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights) 
 
LANGUAGES 

 
Native Speaker of English 
Fluent in Spanish 
Fluent in French 
Intermediate Knowledge of Italian 
Rudimentary Comprehension of Mandarin 


